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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 24 April 2012 at 7.00 pm  

 
Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, J Fletcher, R Hudson and S Jackson. 

Mrs J Leng (Parish Clerk).  Others Present:  Cllr Mrs H Moorhouse, Mr Howard Atkinson (Cemetery Superintendent), PCSO 

and 3 Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies – None received. 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda - Declarations declared and noted with the relevant topic/s. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Play Area  

  The Play Area Fund Raising Group requested clarification on the length of the lease for the play area.  The Chairman 

confirmed that it was not a lease but that the land was owned by the Parish Council but was in the long term 

earmarked for Cemetery use.  The proposal was to half the current play area to enable the other half to be prepared 

for use by the Cemetery this would include erecting suitable screening to divide the two areas.  The Council therefore 

agreed in principal that the play area would have at least a 20 year time span.  Agreed. 

 

  The Chairman advised that the Play Area was waiting for confirmation of the name change from Great Ayton Play 

Area to Great Ayton Play Park and that this should be received within 15 days subject to no challenge to the 

application.  Noted. 

   

3.2 High Green  

  Two residents from Richardson Hall were present and raised concerns in relation to young people playing football on 

the High Green which contravened the by-law and in particular the issues around then kicking the ball against the 

front of the building which was causing damage and annoyance.  They asked if it would be possible to have larger 

signs erected at either end of the High Green stating that ball games were not allowed on the High Green.  Cllr 

Fletcher confirmed that there were already 8 notices placed around the High Green area and suggested that the 

behaviour referred to was anti social behaviour and therefore should be reported through the Problem Solving 

Group for action.  Agreed. 

 

  The two residents present also raised their concerns in relations to the amount of additional rubbish since the fish 

shop opened which lead to the litter bins overflowing particularly on warm days when a number of visitors come into 

the village.  Cllr Fletcher confirmed that an additional litter bin had been provided when the fish shop opened and 

the problem was the exception rather than the norm.  Cllr Hudson suggested that a letter be sent to the owners of 

the fish shop to ask them to monitor the bin situation and if necessary empty.  Agreed. 

   

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 27 March 2012 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1.1 PCSO advised that a hot water cylinder had been removed from an outbuilding at Langbaurgh Hall, lead had been 

stolen from the roof of St. Margaret’s Church and copper cabling had been taken from a sub station.  Enquiries into 

all these incidents were ongoing.  In addition there was a report of criminal damage to a vehicle on Linden Grove.   

5.1.2 There continues to be instances of plant machinery theft and also concerns around door to door salesmen claiming 

to be ex offenders from the Probation Trust – there is no such scheme and any incidents should be reported. 

5.1.3 Catalytic Converter thefts have increased in particular in relation to Mercedes Sprinter and Ford Iveco vans. 

5.1.4 A new presentation called ‘Not Sure’ which deals with the issue of Distraction Burglaries had been launched and the 

Police were keen to promote within the village, they had already presented at Hollygarth but requested if there were 

any other groups who would benefit to let them know. 

5.1.5 The Boxing Club held its first class on 10 April and was attended by 24 young people and 12 adults. 

 

6. Council Services Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.  

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1 Village Hall – Carried Forward 

7.1.1    Repair and repainting of the iron railings.  C/Fwd. 
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7.1.2 Cllr Kirk confirmed that the Village Hall was now available for use, however it would not be decorated for another 

two weeks.  He was currently negotiating with the Great Ayton Dramatic Society and the Youth Group in relation to 

leasing the Hall.  A Village Hall Management Committee would be established.  C/Fwd. 

 

7.2 S106 Projects – A request had been submitted to Councillors to submit their proposals for inclusion in the S106 

Action Plan.  The Chairman requested that all proposals be submitted by the next meeting.  C/Fwd. 

 

8. Planning Report – The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.  Ms Judy 

Cumbor was formally thanked for her work as Parish Clerk over the previous years and wished well for the future. 

 
12. Annual Parish Meeting held on 17 April 2012  

12.1 Community Resilience Scheme – Cllr Greenwell would review the documentation and provide initial proposals on 

the development of an appropriate scheme for Great Ayton. 

12.2 Burials for Newton Residents in Great Ayton Cemetery – the Parish Council considered this proposal but decided that 

as Newton has its own cemetery and is Ecclesiastic rather than Civil that the current procedures should remain.  

Clerk to write to Mrs Imeson who had asked the question to advise her of the decision. 

12.3 Cemetery wall with secure niches for Urns – the Parish Council considered this question but agreed that it was not 

viable due to both the cost and security implications.  Clerk to write to Mr Fletcher who had asked the question to 

advise him of the decision.   

    

13. Councillors’ Report 

13.1 Cllr Jackson provided an update on the Great Ayton Discovery Centre (Library) which is currently closed for 

redecoration.  Noted. 

13.2 Cllr Fletcher requested that a review of the suitability of the current tractor mower be placed on the Agenda for 

September when the extra useage in relation the grass cutting contract could be assessed.  Agreed. 

13.3 Cllr Hudson requested an update in relation to any allotments not let and the current waiting list.  Actioned. 

13.4 Cllr Greenwell advised that she had been informed of a proposal to open a beer garden at the back of the Working 

Mens Club and was already aware of some tensions around this proposal – for information only at this stage.  Noted. 

13.5 Cllr Kirk confirmed that the Captain Cook Statue is insured by Hambleton District Council but is to be maintained by 

Great Ayton Parish Council.  Noted. 

 

The next regular Parish Council Meeting will be Tuesday 22 May 2012 to be held at 7pm in the Children’s Room at the 

Friends Meeting House. 
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